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HE conflict between God and the 

Devil, good and evil, goes back a long 

way, and this story deals with it, too. 

But let’s start at the beginning.

It was a perfectly normal day. The Good Lord was sitting in heaven above, 

looking down contentedly on his creation below: earth. Three archangels 

were gathered around him respectfully, praising his labours: the world and 

those that inhabited it.

Then Mephisto appeared, a roguish devil. He didn’t agree at all with the 

angels’ praise. Now, again, he spoke disparagingly of God’s faulty world and 

its failure-ridden people. The Lord asked indignantly:

»Can you not speak but to abuse?
Do you come only to accuse?
Does nothing on the earth seem to you right?«



»No, Lord! I find it still a rather sorry sight,« replied Mephisto. Then God 

asked: »Do you know Faust?«
»The Doctor?«
»Yes,« said God, »he is industrious and tries his best to know and be 

capable of as much as possible. Have I not somewhat succeeded with him? 

Is he not a good person?«

Mephisto laughed mockingly: »A good person? What do you bet, I can win 

him over and lure him to the Devil’s side?«

God didn’t want to enter a bet with some base devil, but he gave Mephisto 

permission to pay Faust a visit, and test his powers on him:  

»Try, we’ll see if you succeed.«

With those words, he turned away, the archangels withdrew, and the  

heavens closed. Mephisto, however, clambered down to earth to meet Faust,  

and ingratiate himself to the doctor. 
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